
Rule 10. Hearings

(a) Where and When Held—Hearings will be held at such times and places determined by the Board
to best serve the interests of the parties and the Board.

(b) Unexcused Absence—The unexcused absence of a party at the time and place set for hearing will
not be occasion for delay. In the event of such absence, the hearing will proceed and the evidentiary
record will consist solely of the evidence of record at the conclusion of the hearing, except as
ordered otherwise by the Board.

(c) Nature of Hearings—Hearings shall be as informal as may be reasonable and appropriate under
the circumstances. The parties may offer such evidence as they deem appropriate and as would be
admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence or in the sound discretion of the presiding
Administrative Judge or examiner. The Federal Rules of Evidence are not binding on the Board but
may guide the Board’s rulings. The parties may stipulate the testimony that would be given by a
witness if the witness were present. The Board may require evidence in addition to that offered by
the parties.

(d) Examination of Witnesses—Witnesses will be examined orally under oath or affirmation, unless
the presiding Administrative Judge or examiner shall otherwise order. If the testimony of a witness is
not given under oath or affirmation, the Board may advise the witness that his or her testimony may
be subject to any provision of law imposing penalties for knowingly making false representations in
connection with claims.

(e) Interpreters—In appropriate cases, the Board may order that an interpreter be used. An
interpreter must be qualified and must be placed under oath or affirmation to give a complete and
true translation.

(f) Transcripts—Testimony and argument at hearings will be reported verbatim, unless the Board
otherwise orders. The Board will contract for a reporter. No other recordings of the proceedings will
be made.
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